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FLUORIDATION 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Health) [9.04 am]: I rise to briefly update the house on 
a significant oral health milestone for Western Australia. Tomorrow, 18 November, will mark 50 years since the 
Fluoridation of Public Water Supplies Act 1966 received royal assent. The act was steered by the then 
Minister for Health, Hon Graham MacKinnon, and passed after robust debate in both houses of Parliament. It 
has enabled Western Australia to implement one of the most significant public health initiatives of our time—the 
fluoridation of drinking water. Fluoridation commenced with the Mundaring Weir and Wellington Dam water 
supplies in 1968, followed closely by that of the water supplies of towns in the goldfields, great southern and 
other regional locations, including Geraldton and Manjimup. Today, 92 per cent of the population has access to 
fluoridated water, with plans to expand the benefits of this public health initiative to Yanchep, Newman and 
Kununurra in 2017. 

Since its introduction, water fluoridation has been one of the most significant factors in improving the oral health 
of Western Australians. Over this time, the probability of a 12-year-old having one or more decayed, missing or 
filled permanent teeth has reduced by a remarkable 82 per cent. As a former dentist, I know only too well the 
impact of tooth decay. As well as pain, infection and tooth loss, tooth decay can disrupt eating, sleeping and 
social interaction. Ongoing oral infections are associated with heart and lung disease, stroke and poor pregnancy 
outcomes. Scientific evidence continues to confirm that fluoridation of drinking water at the level of one part 
per million or less is safe and effective and the most socially equitable means of achieving community-wide 
exposure to the caries prevention effect of fluoride. Fluoridated water particularly benefits children whose adult 
teeth are still forming and members of the community who may not access dental services, as it is delivered 
directly into homes at no incremental cost. It forms part of a suite of caries prevention initiatives that relate to 
a healthy diet, good oral hygiene, appropriate use of fluoridated toothpaste and regular dental checks. 

Last Thursday, I had the privilege of hosting a morning tea here at Parliament House to commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the act, with attendees including Mr MacKinnon’s son, Craig; Dr Richard Lugg and 
Richard Theobald, chair and secretary of the Advisory Committee for the Fluoridation of Public Water Supplies; 
and dentist Dr Ray Owen, who was one of the strong advocates for the bill when it was being debated. It was 
also a pleasure to have the Minister for Water and the shadow Minister for Health in attendance. 

The Liberal–National government remains strongly committed to the fluoridation of water supplies as an 
effective part of WA’s oral health strategy. I look forward to the release of the government’s inaugural state oral 
health plan for 2016–2020 later this year, which will act as a strategic road map for identifying and building 
opportunities to continue improving the oral health outcomes of Western Australians. 
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